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Independent before the creation of Eve. All religious
parties seem to think that truth and antiquity must
go together. In the seventeenth century the advocates
of Episcopacy traced its origin to Adam presiding as
a patriarch over his descendants. Milton recom-
mended them to go higher, and begin with Lucifer.
Dr. Waddington, who has earned some reputation as
the historian of Independency, traces it all through
the dark ages up to the Fathers and Apostles. Its
first appearance in England was in the person of
Eobert Brown, a clergyman of the Church of England,
whose character, as history records it, is only in-
different. It was taken up by Henry Barrowe, John
Penry, and some others who had been Presbyterians.
It differed from Presbyterianism in thi^ that it un-
churched the Established Church, denying it to be
a Church. Its adherents were called the < Brethren
of the Separation/ because they separated themselves
from the national worship and formed distinct con-
gregations, consisting, as they said, of nothing but
elect or believing souls. These old Independents
were driven out of England in the time of James I.
They fled to Holland, and finally to America.
The next appearance of Independency was in the
Westminster Assembly, when the c five Dissenting
Brethren' opposed the Directory for "Worship and
Church Government. Under Cromwell they displaced,
the Presbyterians. In 1657, Independency was afxmfc
to be declared the national religion, but
died, and the Savoy Declaration never
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